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Hello Everyone!

I have come to the conclusion that there are basically three parts to a vacation or business trip – the beginning, the middle and the end.  It’s really simple!  

The beginning is a very important portion of the experience because it is when we start the process and our anticipation and excitement grow with each step along the way.  From our first thoughts about taking a vacation to starting the research and determining where and when we want to go – to contacting our travel agent (I’m hoping you’ll be calling me!) or doing everything ourselves – to deciding what we want to do when we get there and then figuring out what to pack or not – that’s all part of the “beginning”. We also need to make sure we add in flexibility and a sense of humor to our plans just in case “life happens”. 

The middle is the trip itself – from putting the “ON VACATION” note on your computer – locking the door behind you as you leave the house and the entire experience that is about to unfold before you as your journey actually begins.  We travel down roads we have never been before in hopes of seeing new and exciting places, experiencing different cultures and having the time of our lives!  This is the execution stage where we put into play everything that we set up in “the beginning”.  

The “end” is just as important as the other two parts.  When you get home from your trip - haven’t you said to yourself that it’s so nice to sleep in your own bed again with your own pillow?  I think one of the best days of our trips is the day after we get home.  That first morning when I can actually sleep in a little is very special; and I just lay there and reminisce.  I do admit that it usually takes me a few days to completely unpack.  I am really not in a big hurry to do laundry!  And, I thoroughly enjoy going through my notes and reading my Travelogues.  It’s kind of like hitting rewind on the DVD player.  Going through my pictures and actually having the time to see if I got any good shots is always fun – but it can be disappointing when I realize that the picture I was thinking in my mind should have come out pretty good – actually is a big blur.  It happens!  But, other pictures are better than I had anticipated so it all works out.

Embrace each and every stage of your vacation or trip with enthusiasm as they are all part of the overall experience.  My wish for you is that you can walk a little further, stay out a little later and take a path less traveled to make a fabulous memory.  And, enjoy the entire experience!

This month we are coming to the end of our northbound cruise from Vancouver, BC to Anchorage, Alaska.  We are going to sail into one of the most beautiful and pristine areas in the world, Glacier Bay.  I hope you enjoy our day of cruising through these calm and serene waters.

Safe Travels from Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

                                                          Barbara
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