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CARPENTER TRAVEL

Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

www.carpentertravel.net
Email:  carpentertravel51@yahoo.com
Contact us at (619) 592-4628 or (866) 963-0546
Happy Holidays to Everyone of you ~

I cannot believe that it is December and almost the end of the year.  I don’t know about you, but I think the years are passing by more quickly now than it seems that they used to.
Though I normally focus on a specific location in my newsletters, I think I am going to change it up a bit this month and give you some of my Tips on being a Safe and Smart Traveler.  You may be aware of many of these things; but hopefully, there will be something new in here that you might adopt when you are traveling.  
I also want to thank all of my clients again who booked travel with me in 2009.  For those of you who have yet to use my services as a travel agent, my clients receied little “goodies” on their trips as a special thank you from me for booking.  But – in addition to that – they all received my Thanksgiving Baskets filled with homemade cookies.  I love to cook, and that was my special way of saying an extra Thank You to all of you who have trusted me to book your travel this year.  This is going to become a tradition of mine ~ so, remember Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist when you’re thinking of booking travel in the future.  You never know what you might receive!  And, it will hopefully bring a smile to your face and set your vacation apart as a very memorable one.

Here’s wishing you all a safe and happy holiday season and a Very Happy 2010!

                                                                                                                                                                          My Best Regards to All ~
                                                                                                                                                                                                    Barb                     

Be a Safe & Smart Traveler !
1) Be careful of what you wear when you go to the Airport and go through the metal detectors.  Don’t wear big metal belt buckles, pagers or wear metal taps on your shoes or you can count on extra delays.  No scissors, tweezers, etc.
Airport security also requires you to remove your shoes while going through the metal detectors.  Consider wearing slip-on shoes rather than shoes that tie.  It will save you time putting yourself back together once you are through security.
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2) Put your return address labels on the back of your laptop computer.  If you forget it once you get through airport security, they will know who to page to come and get it – and it will be easy for you to identify.
3) Remember – you can only carry a maximum of 6 ounces of liquid and it must be secured in a clear plastic baggie – a one quart Baggie is perfect for this.  Keep this handy on the top of your purse or carry-on when you check in through airport security so you can find it easily and go through security with ease.

4) Keep a low profile:  avoid flash dress, bags, jewelry, and loud conversations.  Try not to look like a tourist!  Con artists with stories exist everywhere.  Don’t feel sorry for beggars.  And, don’t go out alone – there is safety in numbers!
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5) Charge your cell phone before leaving home, and bring your charger!  You might also consider purchasing an international cell phone card before leaving home if you will be traveling to a foreign country.  Cell phone charges and roaming rates can really add up fast.  These can be purchased at your local grocery store.  A cell phone that works overseas is a MUST for the smart traveler.  Make sure you always keep in touch with friends and family.  
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6) Passports must be still valid six or more months prior to departure to a foreign country.  For passport services on the Internet:  

http:travel.state.gov/passportservices.htnl   For new and renewal passports, this can be done at most local post offices.  Carpenter Travel can provide you with these forms if you request them. 
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7) Pay for your purchases and travel by credit card, not debit card.  A debit card does not have the same consumer protection as a credit card has.  Check with your credit card company to verify your protection while in a foreign country.  Credit cards will also automatically calculate the foreign exchange rate.   Also, only bring one or two credits cards and you carry one and have your significant other carry one.  Leave your “store” cards (i.e.  Sears, Macy’s) at home.  There isn’t a Macy’s in Prague yet, so you probably wont need that on your trip.
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8) Bring your medicines in original bottles.  KEEP THESE WITH YOU IN YOUR CARRY-ON BAGGAGE.  If your bags are searched, you may be questioned or detained.  Bring an extra copy of your prescriptions with you, both medical and eyes glasses, in case of emergency.  Your doctor’s office will provide you with a list upon request when traveling out of the country.  Also, bring a letter stating all of your medical conditions and medical history.  Ask your doctor about suggested vaccinations 4-6 weeks ahead of your travel date.  Although it is convenient to sort your medications into one of those MON-TUE-WED-THU-FRI-SAT-SUN sorters, take it along and sort your pills after you arrive at your destination.
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9) Make copies of all important documents before you travel:  Driver’s License, passport, airline tickets, cruise documents, tour documents, traveler’s checks and credit cards.  (Carpenter Travel will keep a copy of your passport in our “Passport Bank” and can fax a copy to the closest US Embassy to you for a faster replacement if necessary.  We can also keep copies of all of your travel documents upon request).  Prepare a list of important phone numbers such as emergency contacts, credit card companies, airlines and your passport number.
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10)When traveling in a country where English is not the first language, type the name and address of the hotel where you are staying on an index card or get a book of matches from the hotel when you check in.  If your cab driver does not speak English, hand him the card or matchbook and you will get to your hotel with no hassle.
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BE A “SMART” AND SAVVY TRAVELER

PACKING LIST – FOR “NON-PERSONAL” ESSENTIALS

CHECK WHAT IS APPROPRIATE FOR YOUR TRIP

[     ]
TICKETS (AIR, CRUISE, BUS, ETC.)
[     ]
PASSPORT
[     ]
TRAVELER'S CHECKS


[     ]
LOCAL CURRENCY & CALCULATOR

[     ]
CREDIT CARDS



[     ]
FOLD UP UMBRELLA

[     ]
LOCKS FOR LUGGAGE
& KEYS
[     ]
RAINCOAT

[     ]
NAME TAGS FOR LUGGAGE

[     ]
TRAVEL IRON & ALARM CLOCK

[     ]
MONEY BELT OR SIMILAR

[     ]
ELECTRICAL CONVERTER

[     ]
GUIDEBOOKS AND MAPS

[     ]
SUNGLASSES

[     ]
LANGUAGE & PHRASE BOOKS

[     ]
ADDRESS BOOK & LABELS

[     ]
CAMERA AND FILM IN PLASTIC 
[     ]
EAR PLUGS/SLEEP MASK


CONTAINERS (ZIPLOCK BAGS)

[     ]
PHOTOCOPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS
[     ]
EXTRA PASSPORT 


PASSPORT, TICKETS, VOUCHERS, ETC.
PHOTOS

[     ]
PRESCRIPTIONS AND MEDICINES
[     ]
TOWELETTES, SEWING KIT


INCLUDING EYEGLASSES


& PLASTIC CLOTHESLINE

[     ]
EXTRA ZIP LOCK BAGS

[     ]
SMALL FLASH LIGHT&BATTERIES

[     ]
DECK OF CARDS, PAPER & PEN
[     ]
BUSINESS CARDS

[     ]
ONLY KEYS NEEDED ON RETURN
[     ]
“SHOUT” WIPE ‘N’GO PACKS
[    ]
TRAVEL SIZE KLEENEX

[     ]
TRAVEL SIZE FIRST-AID KIT

[     ]    
TRAVEL SIZE “FEBREEZE”

[     ]
TRAVEL ALARM CLOCK

[     ]
LUGGAGE SCALE


[     ]
TRAVEL SIZE LAUNDRY SOAP

[     ]
1 PAD OF POST-IT NOTES

[     ]
SUNSCREEN AND A HAT

[     ]
SHORT EXTENSION CORD

[     ]
SMALL FLASHLIGHT

[     ]
GERMICIDAL HAND CLEANER

[     ]
BINOCULARS

[     ]
CELL PHONE & CHARGER

[     ]
WALKIE-TALKIES & BATTERIES

[     ]
PATIENCE AND HUMOR
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