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Contact us at (619) 592-4628 or (866) 963-0546
February is the month of “love” – and what better thing to do than to go on a special trip with your special someone!  There are endless possibilities of things to do out there – we just have to decide where we want to go and when!  From going out to a special dinner, taking a walk along the beach or actually planning a trip somewhere for a long weekend or longer.  This newsletter will focus on a few long weekend possibilities.
Sometimes it becomes difficult to come up with ideas for gifts.  You have all heard it before “I don’t need anything”.  We hear it more often than not from our parents.  One of the best gifts I ever gave my parents was a short 4-day cruise from San Diego to Cabo San Lucas for their birthdays.  Most of the time, we spent talking to them and reminiscing about when they met, growing up during the depression and other special memories they have.  It is one of the best memories I have of spending time with them.  Of course, because I love to write, I decided to take notes and now am in the process of making a memory book for them.  I’m collecting pictures that they’ve given me to go along with the event they’ve told me about.  I hope to put it all together and then get it printed.  It will be a fabulous treasure for me.  If your parents or grandparents are still alive, think about doing this sometime.  It makes them smile when they talk about “back when” and you learn so much about them that you never knew before.
Whether it is for Valentine’s Day, an anniversary, a birthday or “Just Because” – think outside the box this year and make a memory with those you love.  Whatever you decide to do, I hope you have a wonderful time! Happy Valentine’s Day!








Safe Travels!  And Happy Valentines Day!
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Grand Canyon Railway
One of the places we want to go is going to the Grand Canyon.  The Grand Canyon Railway has a fabulous special for a long weekend; and the prices are quite reasonable.
You need to drive or fly to Williams, Arizona.  From there you will check into the Grand Canyon Railway Hotel and enjoy a delicious dinner at the Grand Canyon Depot.  The next morning after breakfast, you will hop aboard the Grand Canyon Railway and off you’ll go on a scenic ride up to the Grand Canyon.

You can either go to the Grand Canyon and return on the same day; or you have an option to stay overnight and return the next day.  The second option gives you much more time for get out and explore before you have to leave for your return 
train trip back to Williams.  Upon your return to Williams, you will again enjoy a delicious dinner at the Grand Canyon Depot and after staying the night again in Williams you will receive another breakfast 
before you have to hit the road (so to speak) to go home.

Package prices depend on which of the four the class of service you request for your trip.  All packages include the entrance into the  Grand Canyon National Park.
(1) Aboard Coach Class, you will travel in a streamliner-era coach and will enjoy a vintage style passenger car that is air-conditioned and includes comfortable bench-style seating.  
(2) In First Class, you will relax in oversized, reclining seats and enjoy grand picture windows that enhance the scenic journey.  Fresh fruit, pastries, coffee and juice and provided during the morning.  Snacks, soft drinks and fine spirits are available in the afternoon. 
(3)  Observation Dome passengers enjoy panoramic views from an upper-level glass-enclosed dome and the comfort of padded high-back chairs.  Fresh fruit, pastries, coffee, and juice are provided during the morning.  Snacks and a champagne toast are available on the way back. (Children are not allowed in the Observation Car.) 
(4)  The Luxury Parlor is the Grand Canyon Railway’s finest.  Elegance and comfort define this car, which features a private bar and access to the open-air rear platform.  Fresh fruit, pastries, coffee, and juice are provided during the morning.  Snacks and a champagne toast are available on the way back. 
The most popular package is the Railway Getaway Plus, which includes coach class train ride, two nights at the Grand Canyon Hotel in Williams, AZ, two breakfasts and two dinners per person and pricing starts at $283.00 per person.

Las Vegas
Vegas is Vegas and always a fun time for those who enjoy the fast pace, glitz and glamour of it all.
Southwest Vacations is offering some very reasonably priced weekend packages at the MGM Mirage for a stay of 3 nights or longer.  They’re offering a $200 instant savings (reflected at the time of your booking) plus a resort credit that you will receive upon check-in.  
Other resorts are also offering instant savings and resort credits.  Those properties include The Bellagio, Aria, MGM Grand, Mandalay Bay, Mirage, Monte Carlo, New York New York, Excalibur and Circus Circus.

There is so much to do in Vegas in addition to the gambling and nightlife.  The Bellagio has a fabulous Art Exhibit year round and is always interesting and worth seeing if you get the chance.  We always enjoy walking through the Conservatory and Botanical Gardens as well as sitting down with a cool “adult” beverage and enjoying the Fountains at Bellagio and the dancing waters.   You can take a gondola ride through the Canal Shops near The Venetian.  At the Mirage, take the time and enjoy a leisurely stroll through the Dolphin Habitat and the White Lion Exhibit.  
Vegas is also a jumping off point for a visit to Hoover Dam.  We rented a car and drove out there and took the tour.  It was fascinating and something really different to do in Vegas.

We also always enjoy going “downtown” to Fremont Street in the evenings and watching the Fremont Street Experience.  If you haven’t done this, I highly recommend it.  Everyone is standing in the middle of the covered street.  Around 8:00 p.m. the lights dim and as you look overhead, a musical video begins that goes up and down the entire street.  It is fantastic and unlike anything I’ve ever seen before.
California Wine Tasting
Monterey, CA is one of those places that you will always remember.  From the dramatic, rugged coastline along the 17-mile drive to walking downtown on Ocean Avenue through the quaint boutiques and shops, this is one of our favorites.  The Monterey/Carmel area is full of boutique wineries; and we enjoy going wine tasting.   Bernardus is a favorite in Monterey.  They have a beautiful resort in Carmel Valley.  Not only is there wine tasting, but the Monterey Bay Aquarium, the 17-mile drive and the endless number of golf courses (including Pebble Beach) will keep you on the go.

We generally drive to Monterey from San Diego and take Route 46 across from I-5 to Hwy. 101.  This takes us along past several of our favorite wineries near Paso Robles.  We enjoy visiting Tobin James, Meridian and J. Lohr.  There are many others that we have not visited yet, but will do so some day.  

Booking a Special Weekend
If you are interested in any of these long-weekend packages, please let me know and I’ll get you details on pricing and will do my best to offer you the best value for your special getaway.  Decide where you want to go, when you want to go, and give me a call.  We’ll plan your special getaway together!! 
‘Til next time…Safe Travels!!  Get out there and Enjoy!
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