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Hello everyone! 

I trust that you have all stayed warm and cozy this past month as the winter storms have brought a lot of snow and cold weather across the country.  Are you getting cabin fever?  Are you ready for a cruise?  I bet you are!  And, I just happen to know this really great travel agent who would thoroughly enjoy helping you plan your vacation!  Oh yeah!  It’s me!!

There has been much concern lately about some of the major cruise lines discontinuing their port calls to Mazatlan, Mexico.  Disney Cruise Lines, Holland America Cruise Lines and Princess Cruise Lines have all announced that they will change their itineraries for their Mexican Riviera cruises for the upcoming weeks.  Carnival Cruise Lines announced earlier in January that they will no longer port a ship in San Diego as of 2012.  The cruise lines are doing this for your safety.  I applaud them for stepping up to the plate to ensure the safety of their passengers.

Perhaps this is a good time for me to remind you to always be careful and aware of your surroundings no matter where you are.  Make copies of your drivers’ license, credit card and passport before you leave home and leave it with someone you can contact in case of emergency.  If you would like to entrust these copies with me, I will gladly keep them in a locked, fireproof file cabinet in my office.  I have one client who carries a “fake” wallet in his back pocket.  He keeps his credit card and ID in the front pocket of his pants.  This way, if someone were to pick pocket his wallet, they would get nothing!  Bottom line – just be careful.

If you are on a cruise and something like this happens, please know the cruise lines are watching out for you.  They want you to have the best vacation experience possible.  The same would be true if adverse weather were to occur during your cruise.  The Captain sometimes will alter the route in order to stay away from rough seas and bad storms.  Unfortunately, there are times when this means that they will not stop at one of the ports on their published route.  

Jim and I have had this happen several of times on cruises.  One time we were on a Canada/New England cruise and the fog was so thick in Bar Harbor, Maine that we could not see the Queen Mary 2 anchored nearby us in the harbor!  The Captain announced that it was not safe to launch the tender boats to get us in to shore and that we would instead be heading back out to sea.  The ship’s crew quickly put together an alternate daily newspaper with added onboard activities and lectures for us to attend.  Honestly, it was one of the best sea days that we’ve ever had!  Another time, we were on an Alaska Inside Passage cruise (how odd!), and the weather was so bad that we were not able to get into College Fjord.  We were really rockin’ and rollin’, and knew that the Captain had made this decision for our safety.  Instead, we were allowed extra time in Glacier Bay.  Not entirely a bad deal!

If you have booked shore excursions for a port, and the Captain announces that he is changing the itinerary, you will not be charged for those excursions.  If they were paid for in advance, you will be issued a credit on your credit card.  If they were booked and not charged, you will not see them on your bill.  You will not be charged for something that you are not able to enjoy because of a change directed by the Captain or the Cruise Line.

These types of things do not happen very often; but when they do, much thought and consideration is put into the final decision.  If something like this happens during your cruise, I hope you will understand and be open to the change.  When one door is closed, another door opens and an entirely new and often times, better and richer experience is waiting for us.  No matter where you are – I wish you extraordinary sunrises and sunsets and priceless memories of time together.  If you look at this as an extra opportunity, you will enjoy your day no matter where you are!

Moving on – who doesn’t remember their history lessons from elementary school about the Pilgrims landing on Plymouth Rock?  Do you remember learning about the American Revolution, the signing of the Declaration of Independence, the Boston Tea Party; and, of course, the midnight ride of Paul Revere?  A Canada/New England cruise will take you to the places that you learned about in grammar school like the Old North Church, where lanterns were hung to signal “one if by land and two if by sea”.  Like many of you, I learned about these places and events in school; but I never dreamed I would actually be able to visit them!  Taking a Canada/New England cruise will give you the opportunity to see these places and to step back in time to when our country first began.
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[image: http://im1.shutterfly.com/media/47b7ce23b3127ccec2107803eb2300000010O08BauHLRm0ag9vPg4/cC/f%3D0/ps%3D50/r%3D0/rx%3D550/ry%3D400/]In the next few months I’d like take you along with me on a cruise to New England and Canada.  We’ll visit some of the ports-of-call; and hopefully, you enjoy sailing along as we cruise out of New York City and head north up the eastern seaboard.  Before we board our ship however, we have to visit some of the major landmarks in New York City such as the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island - where so many of our ancestors immigrated through and became US citizens – to the Empire State Building, Rockefeller Center and of course, Ground Zero.  We will start by visiting The Rock (the top of Rockefeller Center) where we enjoy the views in every direction.  It is a gloriously clear day with miles and miles of visibility.  Central Park is in one direction – the Empire State Building is in another direction – and off in the distance we can see the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.  The bright orange Staten Island Ferry passes before us taking passengers between Manhattan and the Jersey shore.  Brilliantly colored spinnaker sails are ballooned out and seamlessly gliding their sailboats along the glistening waters. 

Manhattan is a bustling area with the streets and sidewalks full of people.  The neon lights from Times Square and Broadway are flashing and add to the excitement of being there.  
Because I’m a Food Network fan, we had to visit Chelsea Market.  It is where the National Biscuit Company was once located and where the Oreo cookie was invented.  It is located in a borough of Manhattan covering two blocks of buildings.  Though touring the Food Network studios is not an option, there is a walking food-tasting tour that is available and quite delightful.  The boutique shops in Chelsea Market are full of a wide variety of items including some hand-painted Italian pasta dishes.  One of those did get purchased and was carefully packaged and sent home before we finished our tour.  We did get to see the grocery store in Chelsea Market where Bobby Flay and Rachel Ray and others have been seen purchasing fresh produce and meats for their shows. 

[image: http://im1.shutterfly.com/media/47b7cf33b3127ccec2cca21eef2d00000010O08BauHLRm0ag9vPg4/cC/f%3D0/ps%3D50/r%3D0/rx%3D550/ry%3D400/]After your touring has ended, make sure you’ve taken in some of the local flavors as well including a slice of pizza or a fresh cannoli.

As we leave Manhattan and board our motorcoach to transport us to our cruise ship, we travel through the streets of Manhattan past Ground Zero.  It is a somber moment and you will hear many large sighs as you pass by the construction site.  Our motorcoach continues on through to the Bronx and to the cruise ship terminal.  Everyone steps off the coach and into the cruise terminal to check in.  And, as we board the ship, we cannot help but notice the large sign over the exit of the terminal that reads “FUHGETABOUTIT!”.  You will step onto your cruise ship; and within a few hours, you will be sailing out of New York, past the bridges and lighthouses and out to the Atlantic Ocean.  Your first port of call will be Newport, Rhode Island.  I’ll talk about that in my March newsletter. 

Bon Voyage!  Enjoy your time on board the ship! 

‘Till next month ~ Safe Travels!!
Barbara
					    Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

Named “One of the Top 50 Travel Agent Bloggers in the U.S. for 2010”
http://enthusiasticcruiser.blogspot.com
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