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Hello Everyone!

Honestly, I do not know where the time goes!  It seems like only yesterday that the holidays were still three months away – and now they have been here and gone!  I hope that you enjoyed your family and friends during that time and that you made some special memories.

One of the reasons I became a travel agent was because my husband Jim and I love to cruise.  And, this profession gives me the opportunity to share that with you.  The cruise industry appears to be rebounding, which is a good thing as far as the economy goes.  With that, however - there are a few things that you should be aware of as future cruisers – 

1) Most of the major cruise lines have announced that their pricing structure changed as of January 1, 2011.  This means that their base cruise fares are rising.  There are still special prices to be found – but you and I will need to look a little harder to find them.

2) With this increased interest in cruising, you will now find cruises that are completely booked farther out in time.  There are cruises scheduled for departure in April 2011 that have been booked full since last year.  What this means for you is that when you find a cruise that you are interested in, you most likely will want to secure your space with a down-payment on the booking as soon as possible.  Most fares are fully refundable until the final payment is paid.  At that time, you will want to purchase your travel protection insurance to ensure a refund in the case of an emergency.

3) The “Last Minute” deals are few and far between now.  I spoke with many people over the holidays that were waiting until a couple of weeks before the cruise they wanted in hopes of saving a few dollars and getting special pricing.  Unfortunately, the cruises were booked already and they weren’t able to sail when they wanted to.  With the way things are now, my suggestion is to take advantage of the sales and special prices when you see them the first time.  If you don’t, you might very well “miss the boat”.

It is a very well-known fact that Jim and I have a passion for Alaska.  But, the other destination that we have fallen in love with is Canada-New England.  We have enjoyed this area on several occasions.  Not only have we sailed for the Fall Colors, but we have also enjoyed a repositioning cruise in May up the East coast from Fort Lauderdale up to Montreal.  So, in the next few months, I want to share some of the cities and towns we have visited on these cruises with you.  This month, I am featuring Bar Harbor, Maine.  I hope you enjoy the information.

And, As Always,

Safe Travels

Barbara
Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

P.S.  January Travel Tip from your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist ~

     If you are like most of us these days, you like to keep in touch with friends and family when you are traveling.  The cruise lines have computers and internet packages.  My suggestion is to create your e-mail or document “off-line” and then either save it on to a small thumb drive or save it on the computer then cut and paste your words into your e-mail after you have completed it.  That way, you will have plenty of time to put together your thoughts before you start using your internet minutes. 
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