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Hello everyone! 

Happy 4th of July!  I hope this finds you all well and enjoying wherever you are ~


Holiday weekends are a time when family and friends gather together and enjoy each other and some great food and drink.  Some of you may decide to plan a trip together.  The cruise lines, for the most part, are all offering special incentives including reduced deposits or onboard credits or other amenities when booked between July 3 and July 9, 2011.  Each line is offering something a little different.  But, in any case, it is a great time to book your cruise vacation and save a little money too!

One of the benefits of traveling on a cruise or an organized escorted tour is that you are sharing the experience with other like-minded people.  Most likely, you are all interested in experiencing that same destination – so you have something in common to begin with!  And, as your time together continues and you get to know each other, you will find that you have other things in common besides travel.

We have been very fortunate in our travels to have met some wonderful people that we have stayed in contact with through the years.  It is a bond that we have and a memory that we will always share with them.  On almost every cruise, we have met new people that we have created friendships with; and we still keep in touch with them today.  This is a benefit of traveling that, I think, gets overlooked much of the time because all too often we tend to focus on the destination and not necessarily on the journey and those people that we meet along the way.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our travels have taken us mostly around the North American continent, specifically to the east coast and Canada/New England and to the west coast and north to Alaska!  We have seen some beautiful scenery and captivating wildlife/sea life and have taken some amazing pictures trying to capture the emotion of it all.  But, on a recent cruise to Alaska, while cruising into Yakutat Bay towards Hubbard Glacier, the camaraderie and friendliness of the people we met out on deck was priceless to me.  That was something I could not capture in any of my pictures.  It was a feeling.  Here we were on a cruise ship of about 1,400 passengers and everyone on deck was smiling and talking with everyone around them about this beautiful place.  And, as I eavesdropped in on some conversations while standing along the railing, they were sharing themselves and where they were from and what brought them here to this spectacular place.  We were all sharing a new experience and making a new memory.  

Not only have we met fellow passengers on the ship; we have also shared shore excursions, dinner and other onboard activities - like trivia games, bingo and culinary classes - that have led us into forming new friendships.  For instance, we met Mark & Debbie from Arizona on a Canada/New England cruise two years ago and shared a small ship cruise to Alaska with them in 2010.  On that cruise, we all met “Auntie” Nola from Australia; and this October, Jim and I will be cruising again with her to Canada/New England!  We have traveled with our friends Rob & Christie and Clayton & Natha and cherish our time with them.  We met Jim & Mary and Rene & Diana on our recent Alaska cruise.

Yes, some people we meet while traveling come into our lives and quickly go while others remain a part of our journey forever.  Our travels may be over for now, but our friendships continue to grow.  No matter what, it is all part of the experience and benefit of traveling.   I hope that the people you meet on your travels will make your journeys that much more special.

Safe travels and Happy 4th of July!

Barbara
There is still time to book your cruise on our Sip, Swirl & Sail Pacific wine country coastal cruise benefitting Junior Diabetes next April 28, 2012!!  We’ve got wine tastings on board set up for Fess Parker, Francis Coppola and Callaway Vineyards!!  What could be better?  A little wine, a little chocolate, and helping raise money for JDRF!!
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