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Happy Fourth of July![image: C:\Users\Barbara\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\0DF80ETN\MC900438767[1].jpg] 

I always remember celebrating the Fourth of July when I was growing up.  It was family time.  Either we would travel to San Diego to be with our aunts and uncles and cousins and grandparents or they would travel to visit us.  Swimming in our doughboy pool was so much fun, along with playing hide-n-seek, tether ball and other outside games.  Fourth of July at our house was family time.  The hamburgers and hot dogs smelled extra good as they cooked on the barbecue; and the lemonade quenched our thirst.  And, yes, we did have apple pie and ice cream for dessert on many occasions! After dark, Dad would give us each some sparklers and we would run around the yard with those and then go somewhere to watch a fireworks display.  

Wherever you are, please hang your flag proudly and enjoy your time together with family and friends.  This month I’m giving you a “discussion” question.  While you’re sitting around enjoying that burger or hot dog or whatever, ask the people you’re with what they remember about Fourth of July and growing up.  I have a hunch you’ll hear some great stories and see a lot of smiles on the faces of those you are with.  Most of all, be safe and enjoy your time with your family and friends.

This months’ newsletter is continuing on our northbound cruise through the Inside Passage going North of Alaska where we will visit Skagway. 

 As luck would have it, Jim and I will actually be in Skagway on 4th of July taking the White Pass and Yukon Railway up along the Chilkoot Trail following along the path of the stampeders of the Gold Rush of 1898 where we will ultimately arrive in Whitehorse in the Yukon Territory in Canada.  We will enjoy The Frantic Follies Vauldeville Revue in the evening.   My Travelogues will be posted on my website and also on my blog at http://www.enthusiasticcruiser.blogspot.com.  You’re welcome to read along as we journey into the heart of Alaska.


Safe Travels from Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist
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SKAGWAY, ALASKA 

Compliments of Carpenter Travel – all photographs taken by Barbara Carpenter 

[image: 107a]Skagway is the next stop on the southbound cruise from Anchorage to Vancouver.  It lies up the Lynn Canal in a glacial valley.  Skagway played a major part in the gold rush days of the late 1890’s.  People settled there because it was the gateway to the Yukon and the gold fields and going through the White Pass was the most direct route.  Gold was found up in the Klondike region of the Yukon Territory in 1896, and once news of that got out, steamers brought thousands of hopeful prospectors to Skagway.  It was a 500-mile journey from Skagway to the gold fields.  

The average temperature in the summer will be in the high 60’s (we’ve seen it in the 90s).  Skagway gets less rain than Juneau or Ketchikan with an average rainfall of only 26 inches.  The rainfall average for the summer months is about 1-2 inches per month.

[image: Skagway Train]The first time we went to Skagway, I opened our balcony sliding door in the morning to see where we were, and I was amazed at the huge granite cliff facing the cruise ship dock.  It is massive and it appeared to be covered in graffiti.  My first reaction was why the city allows people to do that.  But, as I looked closer, the graffiti is actually logos of the cruise ships that have docked in Skagway through the years.  The logos are all dated and go back for many decades.  It is interesting that you will see logos from the same ship, but they will have had different Captains.
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We went on the White Pass and Yukon Railway shore excursion that first time.  And, I have to tell you that it was one of the highlights of our cruise.  We were so impressed with it, that each time we go back to Skagway, we like to take the train ride up the hill.  It winds through a pristine and untouched wilderness full of gushing waterfalls and rivers and spectacular views of the glacier valley that was formed thousands of years ago.  Directly below the granite cliff is the track for the While Pass and Yukon Railway.  We walked directly off of the ship and boarded the train.   We traveled through Skagway and past the Gold Miners Cemetery where the infamous con man and gangster, Soapy Smith is buried along with several other colorful characters from that era. 


The train is on a narrow gauge track.  When you first board, you will obviously sit on one side or the other.  When the conductor reached the top of the mountain and begins to head back down through the gorge, you are asked to flip your bench seat over so that it faces the right way and you switch sides of the train, so that everyone gets a chance to be on the “viewing” side of the train.  The tour is completely narrated and quite interesting – full of history and tales of the thousands of miners who trudged and hiked up the gorge on the Trail of ’98 hoping to find their fortunes.

[image: Skagway Gold Miners Bronze Statue]Walking around Skagway is a lot of fun as there are many souvenir shops and local art galleries along with a place to get a delicious ice cream cone and sit on the wooden benches along the main street and just people watch.  There are several restaurants along the main street where you can stop and get a bite to eat as well.  There is a nice museum that is home to a great deal of memorabilia from the Gold Rush era and the miners who trudged up the mountains hoping to strike it rich.  Near the White Pass & Yukon train store in town, there is a bronze statue of two miners making their way up to the Yukon.  


[image: http://im1.shutterfly.com/media/47b8db32b3127ccec44e2d11c17700000050O08BauHLRm0ag9vPg4/cC/f%3D0/ps%3D50/r%3D0/rx%3D550/ry%3D400/]Since that first cruise, we have been back to Skagway several times.  One of the things I do (because I guess I’m excited to see where we are going to be next), is that I get up very early in the morning and go out on our balcony.  One of the most special mornings I did this was going into Skagway and cruising slowly down the Lyn Canal.  It was 4:00 a.m. and I am sure I was the only one on the ship out on my balcony at that time.  What unfolded before me was absolutely one of the most spectacular mornings of my life.  As we sailed down the glassy waters, I looked up at the snow-capped mountains.  As more and more time passed, the sun began to appear and I was treated to an unbelievable show of alpenglow on the mountains surrounding me.  The pictures do not do it justice by any stretch.  The pink became a brilliant pink and its reflections in the Canal were breathtaking.  Being able to enjoy this moment is one of the main reasons Jim and I always get a balcony cabin when we cruise.  Some of the best pictures I’ve taken have been from our balconies.

Jim and I have a large collection of Santa’s.  Because we both have a passion for the “man in the big red suit”, we decided that on our travels, we would look for unique and one-of-a-kind Santa’s to add to our collection.  We have found several beautiful, one-of-a-kind Santa’s to add to our collection from Skagway through the years.  There are some wonderful art shops and galleries along the main street where it appears they are mostly selling native art.  But, go inside and look around, and you will be treated to a wide variety of art in every different form imaginable.  This picture of our newest Santa seemed appropriate for Alaska, and we display him proudly.  Our collection has grown to over 300 now.  Every year when we bring them out for Christmas, we say hello to our old friends.  Doing that brings back memories of our trips, and we sit and reminisce for a bit about this trip or that trip and it’s a nice memory jogger for both of us.
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