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Hello Fellow Travelers ~

Our cruise on the MS Maasdam was a wonderful 15 day journey from Fort Lauderdale to Montreal with stops at Charleston, Newport, Bar Harbor, Halifax, Sydney, Charlottetown, Gaspe, Sept Illes, Saguenay, Quebec and Montreal.  We enjoyed the glassy, calm Atlantic Ocean with a wonderful show from the Atlantic Great Right Whales and the Minke whales just off the coast of Cape Cod early one morning.  In Sept Illes, because the Maasdam was the first international cruise ship to ever stop there, we were greeted by hundreds of welcoming citizens, bands playing, hang gliders sailing through the air above us and tug boats spraying huge plumes of water into the air to welcome us to this new stop.  It was so much fun with all of the news crews trying to interview passengers.  The mayor even made it a holiday and gave everyone the day off so they could come and greet us.  We enjoyed the newness of Spring from Charleston’s magnificent magnolia trees in full bloom, to beautiful cherry blossoms covering each inch of the trees in Newport.  There were multi-colored vibrant tulips everywhere we went; and the dandelion fields were a solid blanket of yellow.  We enjoyed every stop on our journey.  If you would like to read my travelogues – they are on my blog at http://enthusiasticcruiser.blogspot.com   This month I am going to highlight Canada and New England.  September and October are wonderful times to cruise up there to see the Fall colors.  There are some fantastic opportunities this year on cruising options.  
 Barb                       

~ CANADA/NEW ENGLAND ~
     We have cruised to Canada/New England three times now.  Each cruise was a different length 7-10 or 15 days. We enjoy the longer cruises because after 7 days we are just not quite ready to leave everything behind and head home!
  One of our favorite stops in New England is Newport, Rhode Island.  From the majestic “cottages” built by the Astor’s and the Vanderbilt’s back in the Golden Age to the waterfront and historic district, there is so much to see and so little time to pack it all in!  I highly recommend going to visit The Breakers and The Marble House, two magnificent mansions out on the Cliff Walk.  Sailing in and out of Newport is a treat as well.  You will pass several beautiful lighthouses along with the large estate where Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis grew up as a young girl and pass the Newport Yacht Club where you can sit out on the lawn and enjoy a cool fresh lemonade and watch the ships sail by.
  Another of our favorite stops is in St. John, New Brunswick.  The Old Market Place is one of our favorite destinations.  It is all enclosed and goes on for a couple of blocks.  There are rows upon rows of fresh fruit and vegetables as well as some delectable and tasty desserts that will delight anyone’s fancy.  Vendors are interspersed among the rows, and you will enjoy walking and listening to them try to sell their wares.
  Of course, who wouldn’t want to miss a visit Bar Harbor, Maine.  This quaint New England town is nestled back in a small harbor and just a delight to go visit.  You can walk through the streets near the pier and enjoy some delicious Maine lobster for lunch, or take a bus tour up to Cadillac Mountain and Acadia National Park where you will have some of the most spectacular views of the scenery below dotted with small islands, inland waterways and rustic coastline.  Do yourself a favor and buy a small bottle of the local blueberry preserves.  They are absolutely mouthwatering and a real treat!
  No matter which city you are in, almost everywhere you look, there is another church steeple topping over the tops of the trees, and there are countless mysterious lighthouses all along the coastline.  Each has a story of its’ own to tell and it is fascinating learning about the history that surrounds them.
  This part of the country contains so many stories of how America was first settled and became who she is today.  If you ever get the chance, do yourself a favor and visit New England and Canada.  It will be worth it
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