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Hello everyone! 

We have recently been given the opportunity to tour a few cruise ships when they made port calls in either Los Angeles or San Diego.  As a travel professional, this is called a ship inspection.  The cruise line invites travel agents to board the ship, tour it and most often treat us to a delicious luncheon onboard.

Our most recent “ship inspection” was aboard the newest cruise ship in the industry, Oceania Marina.  Her maiden voyage began in Miami a month ago.  She is now in her Inaugural season and is sailing from San Francisco down through the Panama Canal.  Oceania Marina graced the Port of San Diego on Monday, February 28, 2011; and Jim and I were among the hundreds of travel professionals to board her and enjoy her for the afternoon.

Oceania Marina carries approximately 1,200 guests.  She is an elegant and classic cruise ship – decorated from stem to stern with dark, rich teak – impressive slabs of marble – stunning works of art and impeccably decorated staterooms -  Marina is herself a work of art.  She offers a subtle elegance with the presence of stunning orchid bouquets and plants placed around the ship and in the staterooms.  The pool deck is extraordinary with each wicker chaise lounge fitted with a terry cloth cover that is embroidered with Oceania Marina’s insignia.  These poolside furnishings offer an elegance to an area that is usually full of plastic chairs and round plastic tables around the pools.

There are four specialty restaurants on board the Marina – each with its own unique china and distinct décor.  Red Ginger offers an Asian flare; Jacques offers French cuisine, Toscana offers upscale Italian and The Polo Grill offers fine steaks and seafood.  Horizons is a lounge on the 15th deck which offers 180 degrees of windows for viewing and a comfortable (and quite large) area for gathering and perhaps enjoying a little music and dancing in the evening.  In addition to the internet and computer room “Oceania at Sea”, there is also a Culinary Center offered by Bon Appetit and an Artist’s Loft.  The casino is quite large with a variety of table games and slot machines.

As we all entered the Grand Dining Room for lunch, each table was greeted by the Somalier offering us wine while the table captains brought us caviar, Asian infused sea bass, delicate risotto and lobster thermador.  It was topped off with a decadent chocolate mousse for dessert.  Our lunch was exquisite and impeccably presented.  Thank you Oceania Cruise Lines for inviting us to experience the newest Lady on the Seas – Marina.  She is a true gem.

As I promised last month, we will continue on our cruise to Canada/New England.  This month we will visit Newport, Rhode Island.  The “summer homes and cottages” of the Vanderbilts and the Astors are impressive and a must see along with Hammersmith Farm which was the home of Jacqueline Bouvier when she married John F. Kennedy.  You can also visit the Naval War College which was the summer White House for President Eisenhower.  The harbor in Newport is busy and you can often enjoy a sailboat regatta while in port.  At the Newport Tennis Club-Tennis Hall of Fame, you can enjoy a mouth-watering lobster roll; and then walk across the street to the Newport Creamery and indulge in a delicious ice cream cone for dessert before heading back to your ship.

Enjoy your time in Newport!  Next month we’ll visit Bar Harbor, Maine ~

‘Till next month ~ Safe Travels!!
Barbara
					    Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

[image: ]



[image: ]

image3.emf

image2.emf

