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Hello everyone! 

I have been given a challenge and hope that some of you will find it in your hearts to help me reach my goal.

The reason:
I am the proud gramma of five very special boys and girls.  We have Joseph (9), Katelyn (8), Landon (6), Ryan (5) and Jacob (3 months).  We have been very blessed.  Just before Landon’s 6th birthday this past December, we learned that he was diagnosed with Type 1 juvenile diabetes.  He will be insulin dependent for the rest of his life.  Landon and Joseph have two friends, Maddie and Baden who are also Type 1.  Every day they endure countless finger pricks and insulin shots when needed.  In addition to the rigorous blood testing and insulin shots, everything they consume must be weighed and measured, and their blood levels even need to be checked while they sleep and play.  They are all troopers and rarely complain.  They are full of smiles, laughs and mischief, amidst their daily diabetes routines.  Each one of these kids is a blessing to have in our lives as a daily reminder of spirit, humility and a positive attitude.

Landon’s Rockin’ Walkers will be participating in The Greater Bay Area Walk for the Cure for JDRF in Monterey later this year; and I am a member of that team.

My goal:
For 2011 and 2012, I am donating a  portion of every commission I earn from the cruises you book with me to Landon’s Rockin’ Walkers team for the Greater Bay Area JDRF Walk for the Cure.  My goal is to raise at least $1,000 for Landon’s Rockin’ Walkers this year and next.  Many of you have already pledged to sponsor Grampa Jim and me as we “trek the decks” during the cruises we take to raise more money for Landon’s Rockin’ Walkers and we thank you for that support.  

The Challenge:
I have received an incredibly generous offer from my host agency Avoya Travel/America’s Vacation Center.  Avoya Travel has offered to donate 10% of the commissions I earn for all cruises I book between May 16, 2011 and June 15, 2011!  Isn’t that fantastic?!  In addition to that, if I reach a very aggressive goal in sales commissions, one of the owner’s of Avoya has also offered to donate $1,000 personally.

So – I have a challenge before me – I want to reach those goals and I can only do it with your help.  If you or anyone you know is thinking about going on a cruise, PLEASE let me know and please forward this email to them.  Gramma and Grampa Jim will be trekkin’ the decks on Holland America’s MS Amsterdam when we travel once again to Alaska this summer and later this year on the Coral Princess when we cruise to Canada/New England.  And, I’ll be booking as many cruises as I can this next month.

I am also sponsoring a Sip, Swirl and Sail Pacific wine country coastal cruise benefitting JDRF on the Sapphire Princess sailing April 28, 2012 out of Los Angeles with ports-of-call in Santa Barbara, San Francisco, San Diego and Ensenada.  There will be a special wine-tasting event during the cruise as well as a silent auction.  We will enjoy good food, good friends and good wine and raise money for Landon’s Rockin’ Walkers.  It’s for a good cause.  Please consider joining us!  Interior cabins start at $799 pp based on double occupancy plus taxes and port fees.  Ocean view cabins start at $949 pp – Balcony cabins start at $1199 pp – and Mini-Suites start at $1399 pp.  There will be a special wine tasting event exclusive for our group – plus a whole lot more!

How You Can Help Me Reach My Goals:
No matter how you choose to sponsor me and Grampa Jim, it will go towards our team goal for Landon’s Rockin’ Walkers.  If you’re thinking of booking a cruise, now would be a great time to do it and be a part of something special.  If you would like to make a donation directly to our team, we would sincerely appreciate it.  Here is the link to our JDRF page - JDRF or respond to this e-mail if you are interested in booking a cruise.

Thank you for your consideration and support!

Safe Travels!

Barbara
P. S. On a personal note – thanks to all of you for your thoughts and prayers during the past two months while my Dad has been in and out of the hospital.  He is doing well and is at home now.  As it turns out, he had a nasty infection that caused complications much like stroke symptoms.  After undergoing a rigorous regimen of IV antibiotics, he is much better.  We are very grateful and I thank you all for your support during this time.
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