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Hello Travelers and Happy Spring!

Have you ever said to yourself that you wished you had asked your parents or grandparents more about what it was like for them growing up?  
Several years ago, my husband and I asked my parents to go on a cruise with us.  We thought that going on a cruise would be a perfect opportunity to get away for a few days and spend some quality time together.  But, we had to sell them on the idea.  
I’m a Baby Boomer; and if your parents are like mine, you have probably heard that they feel that they cannot travel anymore.  My parents told me that it would be too difficult.  My Mom has Parkinson’s disease and my Dad has every kind of arthritis known to mankind.   Getting around is not easy for either one of them.  But, Mom wanted to see Glacier Bay – and so it was, we booked a cruise to Alaska!  Once we boarded the ship and unpacked, our wonderful journey began.
This ended up being one of the best cruises we’ve ever been on.  Not because of the itinerary, not because of anything other than it was a chance to spend some quality time with my parents.  
My Dad had done some genealogy research and so we had some basic information.  We knew that there would be time during the cruise to bring this up in the conversation.  And, so it was…Once we sat down and asked them the first few questions, we were greeted with smiles and all sorts of stories.  One story would trigger another memory and another and another.  They enjoyed sitting in their deck chairs; and I couldn’t write or type fast enough.  We talked about their childhood, their memories of growing up during the Depression, and memories they had of their parents or grandparents.  The stories we heard were fascinating.  After the first time when we sat down they started asking us “What time are we going to do this again?”
During that cruise, I learned my great-grandmother was a widow with five sons.  They lived back in Wisconsin.  When the wife of one of her former beau’s passed away, she received a letter from him in California.  He knew of her husband’s passing and asked for her hand in marriage.  She packed up her five sons and her piano and boarded a train in Wisconsin and traveled all the way to Visalia, California.  He met them at the train station; and they all walked across the street to the Justice of the Peace who married them on the spot.  My Dad’s Dad (my Grandpa) was one of those five boys!  
Think about doing something like this with your parents or grandparents before it’s too late.  Don’t let your parents tell you “no”.  Plan that family reunion or 90th birthday celebration!  Dance one more time with your Mom or Dad or Grandma or Grandpa.  Take one more picture.  Live, laugh and love each other.  Take advantage of your time together and find the time to sit down and ask them those questions that you’ve been telling yourself that you have been meaning to ask.  Bring a thick pad of paper and plenty of pens and enjoy what is about to unfold before you.
Believe me – you’re gonna love it; and so will they.  It will be the memory of a lifetime!  

	As promised last month, this is a continuation of our Inside Passage cruise from Vancouver to Alaska.  Last month we embarked on our journey in Vancouver, British Columbia.  This month we will be visiting Ketchikan, our first port of call in Alaska!

Safe Travels from Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

                                                            
Barbara
                                                                                                  
**************************************************************

        Ketchikan, Alaska



















Ketchikan is generally the first stop on an Inside Passage cruise either going round trip from Vancouver or Seattle and also for the northbound 7-day cruises going up to Seward or Whittier from Vancouver.  Or, it will most probably be your last port of call on a southbound cruise.  No matter when it is that you arrive, Ketchikan is a very fun town.  

The first time we visit a new port, we feel that we should take the obligatory “city tour” to kind of get a feel for the area and what it has to offer.  From there, we make our decisions of what we want to go back to and look into further.  And, so, yes, we have taken the city tour of Ketchikan.  It is actually very interesting; and you will learn about the historic Creek Street which is a Gold Rush historic landmark for the “red light district”.  Creek Street is now home to many native art galleries and book stores.  On your tour, you’ll hear all sorts of fun stories about the antics of people from the late 1890’s.  

Ketchikan lies in the heart of the 16.8 million-acre Tongass National Forest, the nation's largest, and the Discovery Center showcases the region's natural and cultural history. Among the highlights are exhibits on totem poles, ecosystems, native traditions, Alaska's rainforest and natural resources. There's also a "fish cam" where visitors can view steelhead trout and the four types of salmon that spawn in Ketchikan Creek. 

Halfway up the street and right across from the cruise ship dock, there is a tram that whisks passengers up a hill to a hotel, restaurant and civic center complex that has a great view of the downtown and Tongass Narrows. Also there is a spectacular Southeast Alaska Discovery Center at 50 Main Street, just one block from the cruise ship dock. There are displays and guided tours available.   If you have any lingering questions about natural Alaska, you'll find your answers here.

Ketchikan is home to one of the largest totem pole national parks.  I believe there are about 12-15 totems there including a clan house.  When you visit the park, your guide will explain what all of the symbols mean.  Each totem has a specific meaning.  They are each different in their own right because they tell a story.  Each is specific to a certain Indian clan and the guides can tell you the history of each totem.  

The totems at Totem Bright Park are replicas.  They were meticulously reconstructed and are preserved today by the Alaska State Parks.  We have been to the Totem Bright Park and have been inside of the clan house.  It is very interesting to learn about the native heritage and traditions from the tour guides.  There is also the Totem Heritage Center in Ketchikan which was started in 1976 to preserve the original totems found in uninhabited Tlingit and Haida village sites near Ketchikan.  These original poles are on display as well as original artifacts from the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian tribes.

[image: EAGLE]We have also taken a “Duck Tour”, which I highly recommend.  You will start off on land in an amphibious vehicle and learn about the history of the area much the same as on the regular city tour.  However, it differs from the bus tour and the best part comes when the tour guide drives the vehicle right into the Tongass Narrows and continues his descriptions of what you are seeing while you are cruising along in the water.  [image: 28 Ketchikan - Totem Heritage Center 3]When our vehicle drove into the water, the Captain cruised along the shoreline and past the small boat harbor.  Perched on one of the rocks in the water was a beautiful bald eagle.  Suddenly, the eagle was spooked by the noise of the boat engine and took flight right before our eyes.  It was absolutely breathtaking to watch this majestic bird take flight.  It was one of the real highlights of that tour for me.

After we finish our sightseeing in Ketchikan, Jim and I usually end up going to Steamers Restaurant which is directly across the street from the cruise dock.  We try to get a window table to be able to do some serious people watching while we enjoy some delicious Alaska King Crab Legs and perhaps a nice “adult” beverage.  

Be aware, that it rains a LOT in Ketchikan!  Ketchikan has the heaviest rainfall in North America and averages about 170 inches of rain per year.  So, make sure you bring a light rain slicker and grab an umbrella, because you will most likely need it at some point during your day.
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Thinking about a Caribbean cruise?  CARPENTER TRAVEL is offering a Princess Cruise Lines Western Caribbean Cruise aboard the Crown Princess.  Departing Fort Lauderdale on Saturday, October 30, 2010 for 7 days visiting the ports of Grand Cayman Island;  Roatan, Honduras; Cozumel, Mexico; and Princess Cays.
Interior cabins starting at $690.01 - Ocean-view cabins starting at $828.01 - Balcony cabins starting at $1,008.01.  Prices quoted INCLUDE all taxes and port fees but do not include onboard gratuities, shore excursions, spa or salon treatments or any onboard purchases or services.
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