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Hello Fellow Travelers ~ 

I have never been to Florence.  But, oh how I would love to go someday!  To me, it is a place filled with history and art and a romance about it.  All of Italy makes me fill that way.  Whether it is the Fountain of Trevi in Rome, the canals in Venice or the Duomo in Florence, I think it would be spectacular to see.  I hope some day to travel there and go visit all of these magnificent places.  But, in the meantime, I shall dream about them as I try to describe them to you.  I hope that someday, you get the chance to visit Italy and that you’ll share your memories and pictures with me.  

Florence is a Renaissance city famous for its art and architecture and is known as the “cradle of Renaissance” for its monuments, churches and buildings. It was originally established by Julius Caesar as a settlement for his veteran soldiers.
You'll find history and culture in every corner, tucked among the city's many piazzas, beautiful churches and fascinating museums. The spectacular Uffizi Gallery houses the works of such masters as Titian, Botticelli, Michelangelo and da Vinci. Don't miss the Duomo, the symbol of Florence, or the sunset over the Arno River and be sure to visit the Chianti region just south of the city for a taste of its famous wines.  Florence is known for its top-grade Chianti wine.  When the shops close, it’s time to eat and drink in Florence!











Ciao! 






              Barb
Florence, Italy




The Duomo 
The best-known site and crowning architectural jewel of Florence is the domed cathedral of the city, Santa Maria del Fiore, known as The Duomo. The magnificent dome was built by Filippo Brunelleschi. The nearby Campanile and the Baptistery buildings are also highlights. Both the dome itself and the campanile are open to tourists and offer excellent views of the city.  The dome, 600 years after its completion, is still the largest dome built in brick and mortar in the world.  

View of Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore with the landmark dome known as The Duomo.  Duomo is a generic Italian term for a cathedral church.  This enormous construction weighs 37,000 tons and contains over 4 million bricks.  The Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore is the cathedral church of Florence, Italy.  The exterior of the basilica is faced with polychrome marble panels in various shades of green and pink bordered by white and has an elaborate 19th century Gothic Revival facade by Emilio De Fabris.




                                 Ponte Vecchio from Michelangelo Park
The Ponte Vecchio "Old Bridge" is a medieval bridge over the Arno River, in Florence, Italy, and noted for still having shops built along it.  Butchers initially occupied the shops; the present tenants are jewelers, art dealers and souvenir sellers. It has been described as Europe's oldest wholly-stone, closed-spandrel segmental arch bridge.




The Baptistry

The Florence Baptistry or Battistero di San Giovanni (Baptistery of St. John) is a religious building in Florence (Tuscany), Italy, which has the status of a minor basilica. The octagonal Baptistry stands in the Piazza del Duomo, across from the Duomo cathedral and the Giotto bell tower (Campanile di Giotto). It is one of the oldest buildings in the city, built between 1059 and 1128. The architecture is in Florentine Romanesque style.  The Baptistery is renowned for its three sets of artistically important bronze doors. These doors were dubbed by Michelangelo "the Gates of Paradise" because of their beauty, and they were said to have begun the Renaissance. 




The Basilica de Santa Croce

The Basilica di Santa Croce (Basilica of the Holy Cross) is the principal Franciscan church in Florence, Italy, and a minor basilica of the Roman Catholic Church. It is situated on the Piazza di Santa Croce, south east of the Duomo. The site originally was in marshland outside the city walls. It is the burial place of some of the most illustrious Italians, such as Michelangelo, Galileo, Machiavelli, Foscolo, Gentile, Rossini, and Marconi, thus it is known also as the Temple of the Italian Glories. The Basilica is the largest Franciscan church in the world. Its most notable features are its sixteen chapels.

Pisa, Italy 



The Leaning Tower of Pisa
Pisa is a city in Tuscany, central Italy, on the right bank of the mouth of the Arno River on the Ligurian Sea. It is the capital city of the Province of Pisa. Although Pisa is known worldwide for its Leaning Tower (the bell tower of the city's cathedral), the city contains more than 20 other historic churches, several palaces, and various bridges across the Arno River.

The Piazza del Duomo ("Cathedral Square") is a wide, walled area at the heart of the city of Pisa, Tuscany, Italy, recognized as one of the main centers for medieval art in the world. Partly paved and partly grassed, it is dominated by four great religious edifices: the Duomo, the Leaning Tower (the cathedral's campanile), the Baptistry and the Camposanto.
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