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Hello Everyone!

I wonder if any of you are ever like me and find yourself daydreaming about being on a cruise instead of sitting at your desk.  I probably have one of the best jobs in the world because I get to help you plan your vacations!  

One of the questions that I am asked most is “Why should I book with you when I can do it myself on the internet?”  That’s a really good question, and so this month I thought I would delve into it a little more and give you the answer.

Yes, the world of travel is at your fingertips!  And, yes, you can probably find some great places to travel to and make those reservations yourself.  But, are you absolutely sure you got the best price?  Are you absolutely certain that your cabin or stateroom is not underneath the kitchen or the showroom where the noise will continue through the night?  When you call in to make a change to your reservation, will there be someone there to answer your call?  Or will you be placed on hold for the next available agent?  Should you purchase travel insurance?  Will the cruise line automatically notify you if a complimentary upgrade becomes available?  And, are you going to send yourself some chocolate covered strawberries and a nice bottle of wine to thank yourself for your booking?

Those are all reasons why you should book your travel with a travel professional.  I will be your advocate and make sure that you are in the stateroom that best suits your needs and desires.  I will be here (most of the time) when you call to ask a question.  And, I will always recommend that you purchase travel protection insurance; because I want your vacation to be memorable for all the “right” reasons.

A vacation should be just that – a getaway from the everyday.  There are a lot of details involved in making your vacations plans.  Using the knowledge and expertise of a travel professional will enable you to have confidence that you have all of the details taken care of.  

Many of us have specialties where we enjoy sharing our passion for certain destinations with you.  As most of you know, my passion is Alaska – that’s why I am a certified Alaska Destination Specialist!  I am also an Accessibility Lifestyle Specialist.

My parents are still with us at 86 and 88 years young – but not without some health concerns.  Both of them have heart disease.  Mom also suffers from Parkinson’s’ Disease and Dad has rheumatoid arthritis.  It is because of traveling with them that I wanted to learn more about helping people understand how they can still travel comfortably even though they have health problems or mobility issues.   After taking the necessary courses, I have found that there is a tremendous amount of assistance available for travelers if you just ask!  One of the best cruises my husband and I ever took was with my parents to celebrate their birthdays which are both in October.  We rented Dad a scooter and Mom had her walker and we shared all sorts of stories of them together.  It is a very special memory.  I encourage you all to do that if you can!




Many people think that because they have this ailment or that health problem that they are not able to travel.  I am happy to tell you that you CAN travel and you CAN travel comfortably and safely – no matter what you may think!  Not only can you rent wheelchairs and walkers, but there are also motorized scooters available as well.  If you need portable oxygen, we can get it.  If you need a cabin equipped for Braille – we can get it!  If you require a special diet – we’ll take care of it!  
Perhaps one of the most amazing possibilities for travel today is for those who require dialysis.  We can even arrange for dialysis at sea!  How amazing is that?!  The possibilities are endless these days for those who want to get out and still enjoy this beautiful world of ours.  Anything is possible!  Just ask!

Intergenerational travel has become extremely popular; and it is not unusual to have four and five generations of one family traveling together to celebrate a significant birthday, anniversary, graduation or other achievement.  A travel professional can help organize a group for you and make sure that you are all sitting at the same dinner table and have cabins close to each other.

Jim and I will be escorting a group on the Ruby Princess next year in October, 2011 from Venice, Italy visiting the ports of call to Naples, Rome, Florence, Lisbon and Porta Delgado, Portugal then across the Atlantic to Fort Lauderdale.  The rates on this cruise are exceptional with balcony staterooms going for less than ocean view cabins!  This is an 18-day cruise; and we would like to invite you to join us.  Please let me know if you are interested!  Ed and Chloe are coming along!  You should too!   We were on the maiden voyage of the Ruby Princess in November, 2008 when she sailed out of Fort Lauderdale for the first time - going to Ochos Rios, Jamaica; Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands; Cozumel, Mexico; and Princess Cays in the Bahamas.  

Ruby Princess  carries approximately 3,000 passengers.  She offers Movies Under the Stars, where you can sit out on the upper deck in the evening on a chaise lounge as you cruise the seas and enjoy a good movie or concert.  There is a fabulous area for the adults called “The Sanctuary” where you will have peace and comfort in soft, cushioned chairs – have staff bring you a refreshing drink and enjoy the solitude of this very special area.  You can sip on a delicious cup of fresh coffee from the coffee bar in the morning and also enjoy tapas at the Vines Wine Bar in the evening.  With 4 swimming pools and 7 hot tubs along with a fabulous fitness center, golf simulator, Gatsby’s Casino and numerous bars and lounges where you can dance the night away, you’ll never be at a loss for something to do.  The Ruby offers a variety of street entertainment in the piazza-style atrium; and Las Vegas style entertainment is offered every night in the theater.

Whatever you decide to do for your vacation – I hope you walk a little farther, stay out a little longer, dance one more dance ~ and take advantage of being in the moment!

As always,

Safe Travels!


Barbara
Your “Enthusiastic” Excursionist

P.S.  Happy Thanksgiving!  And thank you to all of you who gave me and Carpenter Travel the opportunity to earn your travel business!  
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