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Hello Everyone!

Well, it appears that summer has come and gone again and the kids are back in school already!  This year is flying by for me!  I want to let you know about a very exciting opportunity for you to save some money in your future travels.

Did you know that October has been designated as World Cruise Month by Cruise Lines International?   There will be special offers from all of the cruise lines including some reduced deposits, onboard credits and/or amenities.  October is a great time of year to start planning your vacation for next year.  October 13th is the World’s Largest Cruise Night where they will be offering superior values if you book a cruise on that day.

If you are interested at all in cruising in late 2010 or 2011, I encourage you to contact me before that date, so together we can find the perfect cruise for you and make the booking to receive the benefits of this event.  With a small, fully-refundable deposit, you can then begin planning your vacation!  This is also the perfect time to book a group cruise!  Everyone will enjoy exceptional values!

One of my jobs as your travel agent is to help you find the cruise line for you that best matches your criteria and expectations.  Whether you prefer a small ship of only about 100 passengers or you enjoy the mega ships with 3,000 to 5,000 passengers and all they offer, there is something out there for you.  

This year, Jim and I were lucky to have had the opportunity to experience three different types of cruising; and we enjoyed learning about what each had to offer.

In May, instead of going to a specific destination such as the Caribbean, we took a “repositioning” cruise up the Pacific coast from Los Angeles to Vancouver.  In most cases, a repositioning cruise is only 5 or 6 days as opposed to the usual 7 day itineraries.  The shorter itinerary offers you some savings in cruise fares and gives you the opportunity to see some not-so-visited ports-of-call.  This particular cruise left Los Angeles and visited Santa Barbara, San Francisco, Astoria, Seattle and Victoria before arriving in Vancouver.  This is a good value and offers you a larger ship experience and some different ports-of-call.  We enjoyed exploring these cities and tasting a bit of regional wine as we cruised up the coast.  A Pacific Wine Country Coastal cruise is a nice alternative in the spring or fall.

Our next adventure was a cruise-tour with a three day cruise from Vancouver to Skagway then a ten day land tour into the heart of the Yukon Territory and Alaska’s interior including Denali National Park.  Much of this tour was riding on a motor coach during the day where we sat in luxurious plush seats and saw amazing scenery out our windows.  Another part of our tour was on the Alaska Railroad from Fairbanks into Denali National Park sitting in the domed car and seeing wildlife out our windows along with Mt. McKinley.  Yes, we are now members of the 30% club – those who have actually seen the mountain.   We stayed for a couple of nights at the entrance of the park and were able to enjoy the Tundra Wilderness Tour back 62 miles into the park where we saw grizzlies, caribou, moose, and eagles all in their natural habitat.  Our trip ended with another train ride from Denali into Anchorage where we caught our flight home.  A cruise-tour gives you a taste of cruising and touring all in one.  There are all sorts of different options for land tours from 2 days to 15 days and more.  They are added on to a north or south bound Inside Passage cruise and give you the opportunity to see as much as you would like to see.  Several of the cruise lines offer these.

For some of you, cruising on a larger ship is not appealing – so our cruise on a small ship of only 125 passengers may be more appealing to you.  The focus on this cruise was wildlife.  If you would enjoy learning about the wildlife, the culture and the history of Alaska, this would be my recommendation for you.  There are “exploration leaders” who serve as your tour guides.  There may be a naturalist or a marine biologist on board; and they have a true passion for what they are sharing with you.  Being on a smaller ship without a firm time agenda gives the Captain the opportunity to stop and observe an entire pod of humpback whales feeding in the waters of Frederick Sound – something a larger ship is not able to do because of time constraints.  In the evenings you can attend a lecture on many interesting topics as opposed to going to a Broadway type show on a larger ship.  This was a “casual” dress cruise with no formal nights – but five-star dining every evening nonetheless.  And whales - we saw amazing numbers of whales!

Which one of those appeals to you?  No matter what you are looking to experience, there is something out there for you.  I would appreciate the opportunity of helping you plan your next vacation.  

My newsletter feature this month is bringing our northbound cruise to Alaska and the Inside Passage to an end by visiting our last destination, College Fjord.  After that, we will cruise in to Seward and take the train to Anchorage where some of you will depart and fly home.  For others of us, we will continue north into Denali National Park and Fairbanks to enjoy a bit of the interior of Alaska.  

Safe Travels!

	Barbara
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